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INSPIRE Interview

orn into a family of industrial-

ists, she married Prince Michael

of Greece at the age of 25, at a

time when it was not accepted
for a commoner to be bound in marriage
with blue blood. But Marina Karella has
paved her own path: within her family,
by raising two adored children with her
husband by her side, as well as in her ad-
venturous wandering in the world of Art
that led to her becoming an internation-
ally renowned artist. «Yes, love always
prevails... as Einstein said, one thing he
realized in his life was, that the greatest
force, more powerful than the division of
the atom, is love» she confesses in her
interview.

Love is also the driving force in her ar-
tistic work. «Art is all | know to do, since
| was young. Only then do | feel com-
pletely free. Struggling with the materi-
al and the journey you make when you
start a project, gives you the feeling that
everything is possible» she says.

However, Marina Karella and her hus-
band do have another quest: a world
without child abuse. To this end, they
founded charity organization «ELISA»
aiming to realize their vision.

In 1965, you married Prince Michael
of Greece, in a wedding that seemed
out of a fairy tale. You enjoyed a di-
verse artistic journey that dealt with
various forms of art, such as painting,
sculpture, and scenography. You lived
a cosmopolitan life interwoven with
meeting important legends of art.
Which memories do you carry along?

When you just let your life flow,
everything seems natural to you. You
follow your marked path, always bearing,
whether consciously or subconsciously,
your goals in mind. One thing that can-
not be overlooked, is love. When love is
around, you can let yourself move for-
ward with your eyes closed!
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levvnuévn oe oikoyévela Blounxdavwy,
navipeUtnke oe nAikia 25 etwv tov MNpiyki-
na MixanA tng EAAGOag og pia enoxn nou
dgv Atav oUvnBeg pia koivh Bvnth va 0ebel
e ta 0eopd Tou yapou pe éva yahadoaipa-
10. H Mapiva KapéAAa dpwg xapa&e 1o d1kd
NG 0pduo, 1d00 Péoa oTnV OIKOYEVEId TNG,
€X0V1ag 0To NAeUpd TG Tov oUUYO NG Kal
peyaAwvovtag duo Aatpepéva naidid, 600
Kal otnv nepIneteinon nepimAdavnon tng
otnv Téxvn nou Tnv KAtéotnoe o€ pia die-
Bvwg kataglwpévn eikaotikd. «Nai, n aydnn
Ta NAvia vika... Kar énwe éAeye o Aivotdry,
éva npdaypa katdAafe otn {wn tou, éu n
peyaAUtepn dUvaun, noAU nio 1oxupn and
Tn didonacn Tou atdpou, eival n aydann»
eKUUOTNPEUETAl 0TN CUVEVIEUEN TNG.

H idia aydnn givar n kivntonoiég duvapn
Kal 0To KaAAITexvIkd NG €pyo. «And pikpn
auto &Epw va kavw. Etol povo aicBavopal
anoAutn eheubepia. H ndAn pe 10 UAIKO
kai to tagidl nou kavelg, étav apxilelg éva
€pyo, oou Oivel tnv aioBnon 6t 6Aa esival
ouvatd» avapépel.

H Mapiva KapéAa wotdoo kal o oudu-
YOG tng éxouv kI éva Ao dpaua, pia {wn
XWPIig kakonoinon yia ta naidid. ‘Eva 6pa-
pa yia o onoio naAevouv e 10 owyuateio
«EAIZA», 10 onoio éxouv 10pUcEl.

Mia {wn yepdn... ‘Evag yapog oav
napapiBi, to 1965, pe tov Mpiykina
MixanA tng EAAGdag, éva peydlo ta-
§io1 otnv Téxvn ayyidovtag didpopeg
NTuUxé¢ tng, 6nNw¢ tn {wypagikn, tn
yAunukn, tnv oknvoypagia. Koopono-
Aitiooa, éxoviag yvwpioel avBpwnoug
otabpoucg tng Téxvng... And 6An autn
n diadpoun, Tl KPATATE;

‘Otav Ceig tn {wnh oou, oou Qaivovial
O0Aa @uolkd. H {wn ocou péel, dnwg eival
XApaypévog 0 OpOU0G oou, £XovTag navia
Katd vou Toug otdXoug oou, CUVEIONTA N
unoouveidnta. ‘Eva npaypa nou dev na-
paPBAénetal ndte eival n ayann. Kar otav
NV €XeIG YUPW 00U NPOXWPAG PE Ta pdta
kAelotal

«Dana», Watercolour on paper

«Artisall l know
to do, since | was
young. Only
then do | feel
completely freey.
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«Le petit cheval rouge», Qil on canvas, 210x166cm, 2011
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| was born into a family of Industri-
alists, and grew up always holding a
pencil, smudging the walls of our house.

While working, | understood the true
value of work. | realized this is the way
doors open; this is also the way you make
acquaintances, which enrich your life.
The experiences you accumulate, your
journeys, replenish your thinking, and
take you a step further down the road.

Let’s start from the beginning! You
decided to start painting as a teenag-
er. How important was having some-
one like renowned painter Giannis
Tsarouchis as your teacher at the age
of fifteen?

Giannis Tsarouchis helped me con-
ceive what artistic freedom really means.
Through him, | saw a world | had never
even dreamed of! Three times a week, |
used to go to Evzonon Street, where Gi-
annis Tsarouchis lived, and | entered into
a magical world. There was loud music;
Greek, Brazilian, opera...

Tsarouchis’ home was full of hand-
some boys, one better looking than the
other. | was dazzled... | was just 15 years
old. One boy would do ballet pirouettes
in one corner, while another would
dance zeibekiko (greek traditional dance)
in the other! | remember, Tsarouchis, al-
ways on a philosophical mood, smiling
due to my enthusiasm while masterfully
cooking his signature peas.

This was the time when | had the
deepest, most intelligent, philosophical
conversations in my life: next to Tsa-
rouchis, in his studio, or just walking
with him on the street. He would search
for a rag, then he would have the ability
to magically transform it into an extraor-
dinary costume!

Later, great actor Dimitris Horn
pushed you into scenography. How
much of a blessing is it for a young
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levvnBnka and pia oikoyévela Bioun-
XAvwv, €Xovtag oto Xép! éva JoAUPI, pou-
1{OUPWVOVTAG TOUG TOIXOUG Tou onitioy
pag. AouAevovtag katdAafa tnv agia tng
oouAeldag. KatdAaBa éti €tor avoiyovtal
0l NOPTEG YIa OCNUAVTIKEG YVWPIUIES, Nou
oou egpnioutidouv tn {wn. O epnelpieg, Ta
ta&idia cou, ooU avanAnpPwvouv TN OKE-
Wn, og nave éva Bnua nio pakpid.

A¢ ndpoupe ta npaypata andé tnv
apxn. Anogacicate va acxoAnOgite pe
i {wypa@ikh akopn €éenPn. Ti onpai-
vel va gioal 0eKanévie Xpovwy Kal va
€xei1g 0dokalo tov MNavvn Toapouxn;

Me tov TNavvn Toapouxn katdAafBa T
Ba nel kaAAitexvikh eheuBepia.

Quello

CULTURE

«The struggle
with the material
and the journey
you embark on
when you start
a project, gives
you the sense
that everything
IS possibley.
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person to collaborate, at the begin-
ning of her journey, with such super-
stars of the arts?

Horn taught me my first big lesson
in life. He had come over, to visit my
parents. | was 19 years old. He saw my
drawings on the wall and on the spot
suggested that | make the costumes for
«Thomas the Two-Sided», the theatrical
play he was involved in.

In horror, | replied that | don’t yet pos-
sess the experience to undertake such
an important project. He said to me:
«Listen to me, my Marina, if you do not
take the opportunities that appear in
your life and instead, you wait until you
become perfect, you will not manage to
get anywhere!»

Of course, | took the opportunity and |
loved Takis Horn! We did many projects
together. An essential collaboration, full
of sun, dazzling light, constant laughter
as well as theatrical tears.

Greece, Paris, New York... Turning
points in your life but also in your
Art. If you were asked to name one
person who played an important role
in your work and influenced your way
of thinking in each of these cities, who
would you mention?

We lived in Paris, we lived in New York.
Two very important stations in my life!

| had met Alexandros lolas in Athens,
a man with courageous ideas and a deep
knowledge of art. He would always of-
fer opportunities to young people. He
showed trust in me and organized my
first exhibition in Paris.

At the same period in time, an in-
genious couple with ideas and artistic
courage became our friends: Niki de
Saint Phalle and Jean Tinquely. They
presented a new approach to the art-
ist’s creativity and life.

For an artist coming from a scenogra-
phy background like myself, these were
truly important steps.

UNIQUE DESTINATION

——

Eida évav kdéopo nou oUte kav eixa
ovelpeutei! Tpeig @opég tnv gfdopdda
nayaiva otnv 006 Eudwvwy, énou {ouoe
o Mavvng Toapouxng, 6nou éunaiva oto
napapudl. Mouaikh otn dlanacwy, eAAN-
vikh, Bpadihiavikn, 6nepa....

Ayopia, T0 éva nio wpaio and 1o dAAo.

‘Epeva ékBappn... BeBaiwg npouv 15 etwv.

Ké&noia va kdvouv nipougteg pnaiétou
oe pia ywvia kai kanoia dAAa, Zeiunékiko
otnv AAAn! O Toapouxng PIAOCOPNUEVOG,
pe éva copd peidiapa pnpootd otov ev-
Bouoiaopd pou, payeipeue pe pasotpia
Ta alovia pgnidédia tou. Tig nio Babiég
€€unveg PIAOCOPNUEVES KOUPBEVTEG, NOU
akouoa 16te otn {wh Pou, Ntav oe autd
10 oToUVTIO N nepnatwviag padi Tou oto

Interview

Untitled,
Oil on canvas,
82x66 cm 2016

«Remember ths world you’re watching»,
Oil on canvas, 95x120 cm, 2009
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opdpo, nnyaivovtag va Bpolpe kavéva
KOUPEAI, va 10 petatpéyel o pdyog oe
gayikn evoupaoial

Meténeita o Anpnipng Xopv cag
wOnaoe otn oknvoypagia. Eivar gulo-
yia otnv apxn tng diadpoung tou évag
véog va ouvepyadetal pe autd ta «lepd
Tépata tng Téxvng»;

O Xopv pou €0woe 10 NPWTO HeYAAo
puébnpa otn {wnh pou. HpBe va enioke-
¢tel Toug yovei¢ pou. ‘Huouv téte 19
etwv. Eide otov 10ix0 Ta 0XED1A pou Kau
HOU NPOTEIVE gKelvN TN OTIYUA va KAVW Ta
kouotoUpla yia 1o «Owudag o diPuxog.
Tou andvtnoa tpopaypévn Ot akopa dev
€xw TNV epnelpia va avaAdBw kAt tétolo.
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With her husband, Prince Michael
of Greece and Denmark.

«When love

IS around, you
can let yourself
move forward
with your eyes
closed».

6

Why do you paint? What is it that
comes out of Marina Karella herself
and is finally depicted on the canvas?
Her thoughts? Her feelings? Poems
she may have read? What does Art
really mean to you?

The only answer to this question | can
come up with is that this is what | have
known to do since | was a child; and that
is the only way | can feel completely
free. The struggle with the material and
the journey you embark on when you
start a project, gives you the sense that
everything is possible.

Kar ekeivog pou eine: «AKou va oou Nw,
Mapiva pou, av dgv naipvelg 1Ig¢ sukaipi-
€G oTn {wh O0U Kal NePIYEVEIG va Yivelg
téAeia, 0e Ba nag noubevdy.

BeBaiwg ddpafa tnv eukaipia kal Ad-
Tpeya tov Takn Xopv. Kavape noAAd épya
padi. Mia ouvepyaoia ouciaoTikn, pe NAio,
ekBappwtikd wg, yéAIo ouvexég kal Be-
Baiwg Beatpikd ddkpua.

EAAGJa, Mapiol, Néa Yopkn... Itab-
poi otn {wn cgag aAAd kai yia tnv Té-
xvn oag. Av gag {ntoUoav yia Kade pia
and autég Tg NOAsIC va avaépete
évav avBpwno nou énaife onpaviiko
pOAo oto £pyo oag aAld kal otov TPo6-
no okéyn oag, noioug Ba avagpépare;

Znoape oto Mapiol, ¢hoape otn Néa
Yépkn. AUo noAU onpavtikoi otabpoi!

Eixa yvwpioel otnv ABnva tov AAé-
€avopo 10Aa, évav avBpwno pe Babia
yvwon tng éxvng kal Bapparéeg 10€eg.

‘Edive ndvta eukalpieg otoug véoug. Me

eUMIoOTEUTNKE Kal PHOU €Kave tnv npwin
pou éxkBeon oto Mapiol.

Tnv id1a enoxn éva eupnpatiko {eUyog
pe 10€e¢ Kal TOAUN €yivav gilol pag: n
Niki de Saint Phalle kai o Jean Tinquely,
gia karvoupyla avtpetwnion g dnpi-
oupyIkéTntag Kal tng (WG ToU KAAAI-
téxvn. ‘OAa téo0 onpavtika Bhyata yia
péva, Nou gpxdpouv and okNvoypaeiko
napeAbov.

Nati {wypagilete; Ti eival auté nou
Byaiver ané twnv idia tnv Mapiva Ka-
péAAa tehikd otov kapPd; O1 okéyeig
wng; Ta aic@npata tng; MonNpata nou
iowg éxer diafdaocer; Tt onpaiver yia
€0a¢ Téxvn;

To pévo nou pnopw va oag anavinow
0€ auTN TNV €pWTNON gival 6T and YIKpn
autéd &pw va kavw Kal ot €101 Pévo al-
oBdavopal andAutn eAeubepia. H ndAn pe
10 UAIKO kal to Tta&idl nou kavelg, dtav
apxieig éva épyo, oou divel tnv aicBnon
OT O0Aa eivar duvartd.
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«Lumiére d’ Horizon», Oil on canvas, 97x195 cm, 2008

«3 enfants dans un jardin», Oil on canvas, 98x144 cm, 2010
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You married a member of the Greek
royal family in 1965. Your husband
then relinquished his rights to the
throne for your sake. In spite you
were coming from an affluent fami-
ly of industrialists, at that time, in-
termarriage was considered a big
problem. But your marriage led to a
shared journey of many years, 2 beau-
tiful daughters and a great artistic
career. So, is it true that love always
prevails at the end? What was your
experience from all this time?

Naturally, at the time we got married,
the mentality was not the same as to-
day. At 1965, marrying a commoner as
a member of the Royal Family was in-
deed an issue, but it has become com-
monplace today. We, however, led our
lives freely, along with our two beloved
children. And since you asked me, | will
say it again: Yes, love always prevails! As
Einstein said, one thing he realized in his
life was that the greatest force, far more
powerful than power exerted by the di-
vision of the atom, is love.

Mrs. Karella, you and your husband
have left your mark on the human rights
arena, as you have founded «ELIZA», a
foundation against child abuse. How
did «<ELIZA» come about, what is its
mission and what is your vision?

| must first tell you that despite the
difficulty that exists when one attempts
connecting harsh reality with art, | be-
lieve that the «eye» of the artist, when
free, penetrates ever so deeper into the
subconscious and matches artistic vi-
sion with the vision of a child, who also
needs to be free and to dream of a world
without abuse, this earthly hell.

Finding this parallel quest and being
driven by Eliza’s tragic death, my hus-
band and | began to envision a life with-
out abuse and therefore, along with some
good friends, we founded «ELIZA».
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Mavipeutnkate éva pélog tng Pa-
oIAIkNg oikoyévelag tng EAAGdag, 1o
1965, kal o cu{uyog oag napaitnOnke
161 and ta dikaiwpata tou oto Bpdvo
yia xdpn oag. NMapéAo nou npoepxo-
gaoctav andé pia yvwota kal ednopn
olkoyévela Blopnxdvwyv, tTnv enoxn
ekeivn o yapog petalu pn yaiadoai-
patwv ntav peydio npdéfAnpa. Opwg
0 yapog oag katéAnge oe pia koivn
nopeia NOAA@V €WV, e 2 OHOPPES
KOpeg Kal éva onoudaio épyo. Tehikd
0 épwtag 6Aa ta vika? Kai noia ntav
n euneipia ocag¢ andé 6An auth tnv ne-
piodo?

BéBala, 6tav navipeutnkaye, n voo-
Tponia dev ntav n idia pye ohpepa. To
va navipeutei yéAog tng BaoiAikng ol-
KOY€velag pia «koiva Bvntnx» ntav éva
B¢épa, 1o onoio ohpepa éxel petatpanci
w¢ kdu ouvnBeg. Epeig, duwg, kdvaue
Tnv nopeia pag eAevBepa pe ta duo Aa-
Tpepéva naidid pag.

Kal énwe¢ pe pwthoate ki eoeig, 6a
oag Savanw kal ndAr: Nai, n aydnn ta
névta vikd... Kar énwg éAeye o Aivotaly,
éva npdaypa kataAaBe otn {wn tou, Tl
n pgeyahutepn duvapn, NoAU nio 1oxuph
and tn didonacn Tou atoépou, eival n
ayann.

Kupia KapéAAa, éxete apnoel eogig
Kal 0 gUJuyd¢ oag, To anotunwpd ocag
Kal oToV otifo Twv avlpwnivwy dikai-
wWHAtwv, KaBw¢ éxete 10pUOEl 10 Lw-
pateio «<EAIZA» katd tng kakonoinong
TV nadiov. Mg npoékuye n idpuon
tou «EAIZA», noia €ival n anootoAn
TOU Kal nolo to épapd oag;

Oa npénel npwta va oag nw ot nap’
OAn tn duokoAia va cuva@Bei n tExvn
pe ™ okAnpn npaypatkdtnta, notelw
0T 10 «ddt» Tou KaAAITéExvn, dtav eival
ehelBepo, eloxwpei 6Ao kal nio Babia
0TO UMNOCUVEIONTO Kal navipeUel 10 Opa-
pé tou pe to Opapa tou naidioy, nou
BéAel kal autd va eival eAelBepo kal va

\

c Eliza

«ELIZA» foundation, driven by
Marina Karella and her husband
Prince Michael, was founded

in 2008 and has done a very
serious job in the field of abuse
prevention. Its purpose is to
protect and promote the rights
of children who have suffered,
or are at risk of being abused
or neglected. The turning point
that led to founding the organi-
zation was the violent death of
Eliza, a six-year-old girl in New
York, by the hands of her own
mother. Failing to protect her,
was the result of bureaucracy
and lack of protection by the
judiciary system.

To owpateio «EAIZA», pe kivn-
thpia duvapn ™ Mapiva Kapéh-
Aa kal To ouuyo tng Mpiykina
MixanA, 19puUbnke 10 2008 kai
éxel kAvel cofapotato €pyo
oToV Topéa TNG NPOANYNG NG
Kakonoinong. ¥kondg tou eivai
va npootatelel Kal va Npoayel
1a dIKaIwuata Twv naidiwyv nou
€XOUV UNooTel, eite KIvOUVeU-
OuV va unootolv kakonoinon

N napapéAnon. Apetnpia yia
tnv idpuon tou unnp&e o PBiaiog
Bavatog otn Néa Yopkn evog
e€dxpovou kopItalou, Tng EAi-
{ag, anod v idla Tou TN PNTéPQ,
e€aItiag tng ypagpelokpatiag Kai
NG anouaiag npootaciag anéd
10 OIKAOTIKG oUOTNUA Kal TOUG

Onp6oIoug AeIToupyous Tou.
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In our country, as was shown by the

Greek «me too» movement, abuse of
both children and women was a taboo for
many years. We had recent revelations of
sexual abuse and harassment by female
athletes as well as actresses and actors
in the fields of sports and entertainment.
Do you think that this movement will be
short-lived, or is there any real hope that
at some point it will be possible to put an
end to all this?

In Greece, and perhaps other European
countries, some forms of abuse, and es-
pecially sexual abuse, were «traditionally»

placed in a «cycle of silence». So | would
say that this is not just a taboo subject, in
the sense of social prejudice, but a tradi-
tional attitude of an entire society.

Of course, | believe that there is hope
that all this can be stopped. This is exactly
what «ELIZA» works for and even more,
it aims to prevent this behavior and to
quickly make it both recognizable as well
as treatable. Today, perhaps more than at
any other time, the State is ready to face
the problem and to mobilize together with
us and all those who fight so that children
will have the childhood they deserve.

INSPIRE Interview

ovelpeletal XwpIig tn ynivn kGAaon, tnv
Kakonoinon.

Bpiokovtag autdv tov napaAAnAiopo
Kal wBoupevn and to dypio cupBdav Tou
Bavartou tng EAIdag, apxioape o cUluyog
JOU KI €YW va opapatidopacte pia wn
Xwpig kakonoinon kal 1dpUcape padi pe
KaAoUg @iAoug 1o «EAIZA».

Itn XWpa pag, n Kakonoinon yia
noAAd xpoévia napépeve éva BEpa ta-
pnov. Téoo yia ta naidid aAAd kai yia
TG yuvaikeg, onwg £€d€1€e 1o eAAnVIKO
«me too», ge TG anokaAuyeig yuvai-
KOV otov aBAntiké xwpo aAld kai
010 XWPO ToU Bedpatog nou énecav
OUpata oe§oualikng kakonoinong Kai
napevoxAnong.

Miotedete 6T autd 1o Kivnua eival
napodiké n unapxel npayyatikn eAni-
d0a kanoia cuyun va pnop£cel va pnel
@paypoc oe 6Aa autd ;

H EAAGOQ, 6nNwg fowg Kal KANoleg
AAAeC xWpeg tng Eupwnng, opliopéveg
HOPQEG Kakomnoinong, Kal Kupiwg tn
oe€oualikn kakonoinon, tnv evidooouv
«napadociakd» og évav «KUKAO alwnng».
BOa éAeya Aomndv 6t dev npdketal aniws
yia 6épa tapnou, pe tnv €vvola tng Kol-
VWVIKNG NpokataAnyng, aAAd napado-
olakn otdon piag 0AOKANPNG Kolvwviag.

BeBaiwg kal nioteUw OT undpxel eA-
nida va pner ppayuog oe 0Aa autd. MNa
autd akpIBWg epyddetal 1o «<EAIZA» aAha
Kal akOpN nepioooTePo, yia va NpoAngBei
auTh N cUPNEPIPOPA Kal va yivetal ypn-
YOopa avayvwpicipyn Kal avtueTtwniomun.

Ynpepa, iowg neploodtepo anod onola-
onnote AAAn otiypn, n lMoAiteia eival
étolun va dgl 1o NPOBANpaA Kal va Kivn-
tonoinBei padi pe epdg kal pe 6Aoug 600l
aywvidovtal wote ta naidid va €xouv Ty
naidikn nAikia nou toug agiel.

«The «eyex» of the artist can penetrate into the subconscious of the
child, who needs to be free and dream of a world without abuse».
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